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Dr Elliott A. Norse is President of Marine Conservation Biology Institute in Bellevue, Washington, USA. 
After earning his B.S. with honors in biology, geology and music from Brooklyn College, he studied the 
ecology of blue crabs in the Caribbean for his Ph.D. at the University of Southern California and his 
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of Iowa.  Since 1978 he has focused on environmental policy 
at the US Environmental Protection Agency, White House Council on Environmental Quality, Ecological 
Society of America, The Wilderness Society and Ocean Conservancy before founding MCBI in 1996.  
MCBI is a science and conservation advocacy organization focusing on ecosystem-based marine spatial 
management. 

Elliott’s 150+ publications include Conserving Biological Diversity in Our National Forests (1986), 
Ancient Forests of the Pacific Northwest (1990), Global Marine Biological Diversity: A Strategy for 
Building Conservation into Decision Making (1993) and Marine Conservation Biology: The Science of 
Maintaining the Sea’s Biodiversity (2005).  His EBM publications include and “Essential ecological insights 
for marine ecosystem-based management and marine spatial planning” in Marine Policy in (2008), 
“Resolving mismatches in U.S. ocean governance” in Science (2006) and book chapters including “Place-
based ecosystem management in the open ocean (2005) and “Ending the range wars on the last fron-
tier: Zoning the sea” (2005). 

He is a Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation and winner of the Nancy Foster Award for Habitat 
Conservation from the US National Marine Fisheries Service.

The lecture is free of charge and open for all interested. For information and videos of a selection of seminars  
please visit albaeco.se. To receive email notifications register at albaeco.com/subscribe
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Pollination services and agroecosystems: search-
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Traditionally, agriculture relied on inputs and ecosystem services that derived directly from 
the agro-ecosystem and the surrounding landscapes. Industrial-scale agriculture, however, 
tends to replace ecosystem services with off-farm inputs, and pollination services are no 
exception.  I will show how large-scale agriculture has come to rely on importing large num-
bers of honey bees, sometimes for thousands of kilometers, to farm fields for pollination. I 
will discuss recent colony losses in honey bees, and then present results on wild (native) bee 
pollinators and their responses to industrial-scale agriculture, to ask the question, can wild 
pollinators take up the slack? Finally, I will suggest how we can make pollination services 
more sustainable, and how, in like manner, we could enhance overall agricultural sustainabil-
ity.  

Claire Kremen studies ecosystem services with the goal to iden-
tify and conserve the species that provide important benefits to 
humans and has a particular focus on pollination. She also ana-
lyzes how we may in general reconcile human resource use with 
biodiversity conservation.


