
This lecture is a part of a seminar series that cover a broad range of perspectives on sustainability issues,  
particulary focusing on the need for a sound scientific basis for sustainable development policy. 

The lecture is free of charge and open for all interested.  For more information: contact Albaeco 08-674 74 00
or www.albaeco.com/sthsem. To receive email notifications of upcoming seminars register at www.albaeco.com/subscribe

The Stockholm Seminars:  
Frontiers in Sustainability Science and Policy

 Success Factors of Protected Area 
Management and Governance

Prof. Dr. Susanne Stoll-Kleemann 
Ernst-Moritz-Arndt University of Greifswald School of Sustainability, Germany 

 Monday, January 28, 2008, 15.00–16.00
Linné Hall, the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 

Lilla Frescativägen 4, Stockholm

Biodiversity faces many types of threats to its ecological integrity and cultural signifi-
cance. Harmful practices originate from the failure of policies, laws and decision-mak-
ing processes to provide effective guidance and conservation incentives to managers 
and others involved who confirm that problems at the operational level are closely 
linked with broader governance issues. This talk presents results from the interdiscipli-
nary research project Governance of Biodiversity (GoBi), which evaluates the success 
or failure for implementing protected areas and biosphere reserves. Its main hypoth-
esis is that the ecological outcome of implementing protected areas depends on the 
appropriateness of the selected governance and management systems with regard to 
the local context, and on broader economic and political issues. 

The results show that typical imperfections of governance and management institu-
tions such as enforcement and monitoring problems, insufficient political support, lack 
of stakeholder involvement, corruption, lack of capacity and leadership play an impor-
tant role in determining success or failure for implementing biodiversity policies.  

Adaptable institutional arrangements including responsive leadership and capac-
ity building are necessary to manage biodiversity and ecosystems that have complex 
social, political, cultural and ecological dimensions.
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